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PROTESTANTS In the CEVENNES, D 


Humbly ſubmitted to the Confideration of the 
"QUEEN; the: NCIS and the 


PRIVY. COUNCIL. 
CHE late Lafareadion 4 in. 5 


aud may be ſo extenſive in its C 
uences, . that I hope, with ſome: 


n, 


1 meet with a favourable: 


not only at the Hands of Her SACRED MAIES TV 
and of the Illuſtrious Members of Her moſt Honourable 


Privy Council, but alſo from all the good People. * 


vs 


i* 


has been ſo proſperous in in Beginning, - 2 


ſurance, that what I am going to offer, . 


C7 
— — a 


2 ˙w ee ACE... - 
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Land, ſince I have no other aim in this Writing, than 


the Glory and Honour of Her Majeſty, and Her auſpi- 
cions Government; the Advancement of "the Prote- 


ſtant Religion,” the Protperity of this happy and power- 


ful Nation, and the Good of the Common Caule. 
The haſly and prodigious Growth of the French 
Power has juſtly alarm d all E£a#ope, for above theſe Thir- 


ty Years paſt ; and the late Acceſſion of the Spaniſh Do- 


minions” t6\the Houſe: of Bourbon, has ſo far increas d 
the Jealouſies of the Eugliſb, German and Dutch, as 


to unite them once more in Confederacy againſt a 


Prince, who-ſ{gems to have notuing lefs.1 in Chaſe, * 
Dis ; 


erſal Monarchy, * 

05 Aloteht, hes already blef9d/che Juſtice of 
Her . Majeſty's Arms with ſuch wonderful 1 
both by Sea and Land, in one ſingle Campaign, as 
equal the Properties of many Years; of other Monarchs: 
And are à fure Earneſt, that Heaven will ever favour 
the Undertakings. of a QU EE N, who is truly GOD's 
Vice-Gerent; whoſe Throne i is founded on Equity, and 
whoſe Thoughts are never diverted from .Piety and 
Devotion, but by the indiſpenũble Cares of Her 


Government. 


On the other Hand, the French King, by his un- 
warrantable Encroachments upon his Neighbours; his 
Dole Oppreſſon and Perſecution of his own Sub- 

„and his daring the very Majeſty of Heaven, by 
Haug htineſs and unbounded Ambition, ſeems to 
ha ve wry the Wrath of the Almighty, and to be 
.threatned with a ſudden Fall. And indeed, the Pe- 


Tlods of Empire, like natural Bodies, are obſerv'd to 


grow only to a certain Time, and to a certain Size, 


which they ure not to exceed Mon 300 ons Val 
| Now 


5 
| 


r 
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Now as GO D Almighty" does generally employ 
humane Means and ſecond Cauſes, to Chaſtize the 
Wicked, Humble the Proud, and Relieve the Oppreſs'd; 
ſo it is a Duty incumbent on thoſe, whom he vouch- 


ſafes to honour with the Execution of his Deſigns, to 
be attentive: to, and timely lay. hold on, the Occaſions 


which Providence throws before them: For even 
worldly Prudence teacheth us, that in great Under- 
takings, the improving of Opportunities goes a greater 
way ee the rr of tnem. * 


Beſides, it has been naw by: a — 1 politici- 
an, That there is a critical Point in the Declining 
of all States, where their Ruin would be unavoid- 
able, if one knew how eaſis it were to deſtroy them: 
But generally Men are contented with a little, when 
they might do more, making their Want either of =D 
'"Foreſight, Spirit, or Reſolution, pals ſor Prudence, - | 

W 05 aK 0 U * 

And hers 10 wist Sau That the War un- 
ppy Effect of Domeſtick Divifions is, that they ei- 
bm divert or weaken the Efforts that ought. to be made 
in Time of War, againff\ the Common Enemy; 
But this Reflection, Lam ſure, has ne Relatiorr tb 
our preſent- Purpoſe, For the. Honeſt, -the-Publick- 
Fpirited, the True proteſtant, in a" Word, the True 
Engliſh Man, heartily. wiſhes for, and would chearful- 
* "comibuts. Foes e Ao of e Cevenoig. 


8 
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| And indeecl, 1 the Crvenois go under what 
Name ſoever . in 'other; Countries, r ought. x not- 


TER. 


d x: © * b . * . | SB 7 1 0 3 „ | ; 
, * F a * 0 
. | with: 


een ES: 

with Engliſb Men, and Proteſtants; to paſs for Rebels, 
ſince they act upon the ſame Principle, by which the 
late Revolution Was happily accompliſh'd; and the Im- 
perial Crown of theſe Realms, {awfully ſettled upon Her 
preſent Majeſty, and the Proteſtant Line, to the Ex- 
cluſjon of the Titular Prince of Wales, and all other 
Pepi Hreten ders. d . oooh lynn e 


14 18 5 
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And indeed according to Gratius, it is a receiv'd 


Maxim, That * Subjetts are nut bound to: obey the 
Magiſtrate, when he decrees any thing contrary ei- 
ier ta tie Law of Nature or of G : 
Stud d 50M fr 310% 185031D 6-2 915653 266.7 
The ſame earned Author explains himſelf more at 
large upon this nice and critical Subject: Jon, 
ſays he, That ſine the firſt Inſtitut tam amd Settlement of 
Civil, Societies, rhe: Chi Gevernours of, each, have ac. 
quir'd a, ſpecial: Right.cover: the; People Antler ref: But 
if the Injury be manifeſt ; if 4 Buſiris, 4 Phalaris, 4 
Thracian Diomedes had Grotius liw'd in our Days, 
he might have inſtancd in other Tyrantg) Treats his 
Suljects in ſuch æ Manner, #s ne; Good and Juſt Man will 
Juſtifie 3. in; this Caſe, the Right of humane Susteryn or the 
Law of Nature, u. take Phage.) of 7 2 
— —— 2 ——— — w ICETIIEES 
_ *- Subditi obedire aon debent Magiſtratui, fi. quid juri naturali aut Divi 
adverſum ſtatudd. * Sane cx quo civiles Societates inſtitutæ ſunt, cer- 
tum eſt Rectoribus cujuſque ſpeciale-quoddam in. ſuos jus quæſitum: At fi 
maniſeſta fit injuria; fi quis Baff is, 'Phalaris, Ibrax Diomedes, ea in ſubdit 
excrceat, quæ quo nulli probentur, non 1deo præcluſum erit Jus humanz ſo- 
cietatis. Imo etiam fi daretur, ne in ſumma m_ neceſſitate, Arma reQte 
a ſubditis ſumi, (qua de re dubitare vidimus ylos ipſos, quorum, jnſtitutum 
fuit Regiam Potettatem defendere ) non tamen inde ſequetur, non poſſe pro 


pſis ab aliis Arma ſumi. Sic Seneca exiſtimat Bello a me peti poſſe, qui a mea 
Gente ſepoſitus, ſuam exagitat: Que res ſæpe cum Detenſione innocentium 


* — 
* 


Conjuncta eft, Grotins, de jure Belli & Pacis ; Lib. 11. Cap. xxy, 


1 £ * N 
. 


* * 4 


e — 


But, 


+; FRET 
But, adds Grotius, tho, we ſhall ſuppoſe, that even in 


the laſt Extremity,-it is not lawful. for Subjects to take 
up Arms (a Poſition which we have ſeen calld in Queſtion, 
by 17 very Authors who-made it their Buſineſs to de- 
end kingly Pomer and Prerogatiue) it will not therefore. 


follow, that others may not take. wp. Arms, for them. 


Thus Seneca e Opinion, That a Prince may; make II ar 
upor another Prince his Nefghibour, mho oppreſſes bis own 
Subjects; | becauſe , ſuch 4 War is often. attended with the 
Protection. of _ the Iumneent,. oo.) i. 
. : Theſe, were the Maxims to which the Renowned 
Queen ELIZABETH oh-, in fome;Meaſute , the 
ar of Her long Reign: For during near Thirty 
Years that the Wars about Religion [laſted in Fra#ce, 
She, did .conflancly. interpoſe , and ſupported the. Pro: 
reſtart Party, ſometimes with, Men, bu oftengr, wi 

Money , 40 that ſh6_ had near half | that Hinsdo 


- 


depen m the. Nethe 
ti and. Dif 


Europe. Q = * a1 105 


On the other Hand, 'twill ever be à Shadow 
on the Character of King James I. his, Lethargick 


out of which, neither the Cries of that Excellent 
Princeſs His Daughter, nor Her Children; not .the 
repeated Sollicitations of his. Parliament in, their Fa- 
| | 5 vou 
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ing Year, and 


Toks, and Roche _ctoſely 


(3) 
vour were able to awaken him: For thereby tlie 
Proteſtant Religion was entirely rooted out of Bohemia; 
the Electoral Dignity transferr'd from the Palatize i in- 
to the Bavarian Family , the Palatinate it ſelf loſt, 
and the Liberty of Germany overthrown. 

Whilſt King Charles the Firſt ated by himfelf, with- 
out the influence of his Bigotted, Imperious French Queen, 
he follow'id the Example of Queen Elizabeth. For 
in the Year 1626. His Maiefty ſent the Earls of Hol. 
land and Carleton to Paris, to induce Lewis XIII. to 
grant Peace to the Rochellers, and. to re-demand the 
Ships of War England had ſent the French the preced- 

by whoſe Help, the Rorhel Fleet had 
been deſtroy'd, and that im 


portant Proteſtant City left 
without Defence by Sea. Theſe Ambaſſadors having 


_ receivd an unſatisfactory Anſwer, the Court of Eng- 


und refolv'd to allift Rochel. This put the French 


_ Court Wor clapp pping up an Accommodation with the 
ers 5 


Nochell but the latter finding that Richelieu had 
done this only to gain time, and that Thoiras, the Go- 
2 of che Ille of Rhee, was erecting new Fortifi- 

and kept others ſtandin vg contrary to Agree- 

t | heyprriand the King of England, by Soubize, 
= 1 0 the Deligns of Rte Colt The 
Engliſh kerb” break” with France? 'and the Duke of 
Backinghans with a conſiderable Force, makes a De- 
[cent on the Ifle of Rive ; . One, is beaten back with 
block | 


The King, of ,Fr ance; that he Fake” meet ich no 
further intérruption from the Engliſb, began to tamper 


with King Charless Miniſters; of which the Depu- 


ties of Roche! having got Wind, they preſented} a Me- 


morial to King (her les, wherein they plainly ſhew'd. 


hi IM: 


; ( 9:) 

him, that the Peace. which was in Agitation between 

the Two Crowns, was only a Snare laid for him, to 
5 withdraw him from the Intereſt of the Rochellers, that 

7 they might more eaſily be deitroy'd, The Duke of 

1 Buckingham was indeed forward enough to relieve them, 
both with Men and Proviſions 5 but Things began 
now to be manag'd ſo ſtrangely in England, thro' 
the Inſinuations of a Popiſh Queen and her Cabal, 
that the Rochellers were hike to be abandon'd. How- 
ever, the Earl of Denbigh, with a Hleet of Fifty Men 
of War, and Forty Victuallers, attempted to give 
them Succour , but, ſo faintly, that only one Shallop 


1 got into the Town. Some time after, the Earl of | 
7 Linaſcy, with an Engliſh Fleet, appear'd again in Sight } 
; of the Ifle of Rhee , but after having exchang'd ſome q 
1 few Cannon-Shot with the French Fleet, the Lord l 
| Montague had a private Conference with Cardinal , 
+ Nichelieu, about an Accommodation, - contrary to the 
= earneſt Inſtances of the. Deputies of Rochel, aboard the . 
11 Exgliſh Fleet. Whereupon, the Rochellers (perceiving : 
45 plainly, that the Court of England aſſiſted them only 
9 to avoid the Diſcontents of the Exgliſb Nation, who I 
| earneſtly deſir d their Relief) were conſtrain'd to ac- 9 
0 cept of ſuch Conditions as Cardinal Richelieu would | 
4. grant them. | | = 
. Atter the Surrender of Rochel, King Charles, by his 


* Envoy at Geneva, made repeated Promiſes to aſſiſt 
the Duke of Roan, who maintain'd the French Li- 
berties, and the Proteſtant Religion in the Ceve nne, 
and Languedoc, againſt the Prince of Conde and the 
Duke of Montmorency; but theſe Promiſes had no Ef. 


1 
— —— * 
OY . 


dee D. of. Roan's Memoirs, 


WW" — 2 


610) ; 
Fe; and in 1629, King Chavtts * made E peace with 
Tewis, who ſoon after triumphd over all the Prote- 
Rants in his Kingdom; Which” did not a little * con- 
tribute to widen the Breach between King Charles and 
his Parliament, and to aggravate the Misfortunes of 
that Prince and Martyr. 
Tis altogether needlels to inſiſt any Pier, either 
on the Lawfulneſs of aſſiſting our Proteſtant Brethren 
in France, or on the Confutation of the Exploded 
Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience, under the Reign of a 
QUEEN, who looks om her Title of DEFENDER 
OFTHE FAITH, - as the brighteſt Gem in her 
Diadem; and wii daily beſtows diſtinguiſhing Marks 
of Tavour on thoſe who have ſignaliz d their Zeal, 
in aſſerting the Rights and Tabertics of their Country. 
But ſuppoſing it were neither Lam fal nor ſafe for 
Privzves to encourage Inſurrections in one another's 
Dominions: This Maxim cannot takt Place, at leaſt 
in time of War, when tis agreed by all, that one may 
annoy- the Enemy any Way: Nor ' ouglit it to be 
at any time, regarded with the King of France, who 
chiefly ows his Grandeur to the Diviſions he has in. 
duſtriouſiy rais d and tomented amonglſt his Neigh- 
bours, even in Times of profotind-Peace'; and who, 
{AB at this preſent Juncture, has arm'd Part of the Em- 
F | pls; agent the Empire”: it ſelf: In this Caſe, Fas ef 
E | - © bo 
| ; . Sed Fallot Memoirs. is remarkable, That Park of © the Pre- 
+ emble of the Patent for creating the E. of Normandy à | Duke runs thus : Cu- 
jus coñſpicuis animi D-tibus, & in aſſcrendis Patria, & Libertatibus Po- 
puli, Vigilantiæ, Ardori, & Peritiæ Regii nôſtti Anteceſſores tantam Gra- 
tiam rependere conſenſiſſe videntur, ut pæne prærepta fit nobis Occaßc- 
unicumque reſtet Faſtigium quo provchamus, ceque teſtemur quanti Aſti- 


mamus Virtutes, etiam illuftri Snnguine Nobiliores; aliſſque Merendi in- 
eitamenta porrigamus. 


y 
\ 
2 


631. 
& ab Hoſte Doceri; 'tis lawful to be Taught by one's 
Enemy. | 5 
The ADVANTAGE that ſhall reſult from the ſpeedy 
and effectual Support of the Cevenois, will appear to 
be greater than it ſeems to be at firſt Sight, if we con- 
ſider, That nothing but an inteſtine Convulſion is al- 
moſt able to ſhake the immenſe Power of the French 
King. I ſuppoſe his Grace the Duke of Marlborough 


will maintain and ſecure what he gain'd laſt Year, 


by the Addition of new Conqueſts this Summer : I 
ſuppoſe likewiſe, that the Duke of Bavaria may be 
reduc'd and , difarm'd ; and that Prince Eagene will 
then be able to act offenſively in Traly, which is the 
utmoſt of what we can reaſonably hope: But what 
will, all this ſignifie againſt a Monarch whoſe Domt- 
nions are every where defended by a Double, and in 
ſome Places, by a Treble Barrier? And whoſe Forti- 
fed Towns in Flanders, and on the Rhine, and the 
Moſelle, will keep our Armies ſeveral Years at a Bay? 
The late King William, of Glorious Memory, was ſo 
ſenſible of this, that in the late War, he beſtow'd 
much Pains and Money upon Engaging the Duke of 
Savoy to make an Irruption into France, which the 
Situation of his Country made eaſie to that Prince; 


and which would have had the defird Effect, had not 


his Royal Highneſs's Sickneſs, or rather the fair Pro- 


miſes of France, ſtopt him in the middle of his Ca- 


reer. Eto eek aig Fes e We 94 | 

"The Advantage of ſupporting the Cevenois, will 
further appear, if we reflect upon the great Diverſion 
it will give to the Arms of France; for if Mareſchal 
de Montrevel has not hitherto been able to ſuppreſs 


them with Twelve Thouſand Men of regular Forces, 
and 


(12) 


and near as many of the Miquelets and Militia ; tis 
very probable, that if we ſhould ſend them a Rein- 
forcement only of Six Thouſand Men, with a Com- 
petent ſupply of Arms and. Ammunition, the French 
King would be oblig'd: to ſend Twenty Thouſand Men 
more into Languedoc, which he cannot ſpare from his 
Armies, either in Flazders, Italy, or on the Rhine. 
Another. Advantage would be, That the Proteſtants 
of the- Neighbouring Provinces would be encourag'd 
to throw- off: the- Mask, when they ſhould ſee the 
Crown. of. England, heretofore their conſtant Support, 
once more engag'd in their Quarrel. And it is here 
to be obſerved; That the Mountains of Cevennes are 
link'd. to others that make a Chain from the River 
Rhone; almoſt as far as the Pyrexees, all along which 
are Cities, Towns and Villages, moſtly inhabited by 
Froteſtants. | 
But beſides, as a great many Roman Catholicks are 


actually in Arms in Conjunction with the Cevenois; 
ſo a great many more would join with them to aſ- 


ſert their Common Liberties, if they ſaw themſelves 
ſupported by a Foreign Power. The Nobility of 


France depriv'd of their former Credit and Splendor ; 


the Gentry of their Eſtates; the Merchants of their 
Trade, the Parliaments of their lawful Authority, and 
forc'd to be the paſhve Inſtruments of Arbitrary. 
Power, the Learned among rhe Clergy, crampt and 
awed by the Ignorant, Bigotted and Superſtitious,and even 


the whole Kingdom reduc'd to Beggary, Sigh and Long 
for a Deliverance ; and would boldly throw off the 


Yoke, at the joyful Sight of the Ezz/iſh Standard, 


once more ſet. up in France. A great Part of that 
Kingdom. ( as. the. vaſt Dutchies of Normandy „ Aqut- 
- tain, 


P „ c EC 
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tain, Tourane, Perche and Poictou, and the Counties 
of Ponthieu, Calais, Bolen, Ardres, and their de- 
pendencies) belong'd formerly to Her Majeſty” s Glo- 
rious Anceſtors , and the Conquering of it would 
be no ſmall Addition to Her Maj jefty's Domintons . 
and would tranſmit the Glories of Her Majeſty's 
Reign to all ſucceeding Ages. 
Having ſhewn the Lawfulneſs, Advantage and Glory 
of -this Enterprize, I am next to point at the Ways 
and Means to ſucceed in it; in order to which, a De- 
ſcription of the Cevennes, and an Account of the 


Riſe and Progreſs of the Inſurrection chere, feems ne: 
ceſſary to be premisd, 3 Hg” 2414 


4 : C1 F * &t 
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The Country of the Deve, the moſt North 


Eaſtern and mountainous Part of Languedoc, has the 


Dioceſes of Mines and Lodeve on the Sbuth, Roter. 
gu on the Weſt, Auvergne and Forez on the North, and 
the River Rhone on the Eaſt. Under this Denomina- 


tion, Gecgraphers generally comprehend Three ſmall 


Countries, each of which keeps its ſeparate States, 
after the general Aſſembly of the States of Lengue- 
doc, Vin Viuurais on the Eaſt, Gevaudan on the 


Weſt; and Velay on the North; but the Ceverois, 


properly ſo calld, are thoſe who inhabit the Moun- 
tains about Anihſe Alas, Sk. AR and It; Hp. 


, polte. | 


The higheſt of © thoſe Mountains towards the North; 


are Eſperou, Þ Auzare and Jes "Gauls , from whence 


Apring non Rivers, fuch as 4 Aller, le Tar 12 
Heraut, la Vidourle, le Gardon, ! Ardeche, '&. : 
This Country does not produce much Corn, but in 


recempence, it abounds 1 in Cheſhuts, Wine, Oi, Fruit 
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-and Herbs; and Feeds abundance of Cattle, Sheep, 


Goats and Swine ; ; ſo that the Cevenois want nothing 
for the ſupport of Life, and can never be reduc'd. by 


Famine , their Cheſnuts alone being able to keep them 


from ſtarving, all the Vear round. 

The Morntains in thoſe Parts are very near one a- 
nother, but ſo intercut by the fore mention d Rivers, 
that the ſpace between are generally narrow De- 
files, and difficult Paſſes, where 'tis impoſſible for 
Four Men to. go a Breaſt ; and where a Hundred will 
be able to ſtop. a Thouſand.. And tho' the French 
King has of late Years causd . ſeveral Roads to be 
made, not only along the Rivers, but to the very 


Top of the Mountains, yet thoſe Roads are ſo ſtrait, - 
that no more than one Cart or Coach can go at 


once in them. And beſides, they have been lately 
made uſeleſs. and unpaſſable by the Cevenois, ſo that 
the Horſe is altogether unſeryiceable ER 

The Cevenois were 7 accounted the beſt Soldiers 
in France: They are very good Marks- Men with a 
Gun; 1 5 a &. the Sword, and undaunt- 
ed in Fight. not want Captains to Diſci- 
line them; * 4 — amongſt them, ſeveral Ole 


ficers who have ſerv'd in the ; King's Armies, 


and abundance of Troopers and Dragoons of the 


Earl of Gaiway's, and Marquis de Miremont's late Regi- 
ments; who upon the firſt News of an Inſurrection 
in the Cevennes, did generouſly go thither from ſe- 


veral Parts, to aſſiſt their Counrry-Men and fellow 
Proteſtants. 


One of their Leaders, is one Roland, to whom 
ſome give the Title of Count, and whom they ſay to 
have ee n elther a Lieutenant Colonel of Foot, or 


Capatin 


? (15) 
Captain of Horſe in the French Kings Service. They 


6 add, that he is a Native of the Cevennes, and a Ro- 
jy man Catholick by Birth; but that nevertheleſs. Com- 
7 miſerating the Proteſtants, whom the Fury of Perſe- 
cuüution forced out of the Kingdom, he adventur to 
þ ſay, That they might one Day Retarn with Sword in 


Hand. This bold Word coſt him dear: He was com- 
mitted 10 the Baſtille, where he remain'd Priſoner 
till the" Peace of Ryſwick , when being ſet at Liberty, 
he went into Holland, and there abjurd the Errors 
he had ſuck d in with his Mother's Milk. Some time 
after he return d into the Cevennes, and put himſelf 
5 at the Head of one of the Partices of the Malecon- 
tents there, Others affirm, that Count Roland is a 
Romantick Perſon , but whatever it be, the Man who 
1 bears that Name, has ſignalizd his Conduct and Bra- 
7 very amongſt the Cevezois., 

% The Number of the Cevenois actually in Arms, is 
generally computed at Fifteen Thouſand: Guns they 
40 not want, ſo much as Gun. Powder; for tho' they 


1 have the chief Ingredient of it, to wit, Salt. Peter; 
pet they want another no leſs neceffary, which is 1 
IEEE | 
Theſe People are not only Valiant, but withall Labo- 

rious, Sober and Induſtrious, and drive the moſt conſider- 

able Woollen-Trade of all France; there being fe- 

veral ManufaQures ſet up amongſt them, which ſup- 

ply'd not only that Kingdom, but Spain, Italy, Sicily 

and the Levant, with ſeveral ſorts of Cadiss, Serges 

and Cloths, and the Interruption of which, will go 

near to break the Woollen-Drapers in Mimes, Mont- 

pellier, Uſez., Lions and Marſeilles. 
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v Fhe Brees Ne. Ceveunes are ſo numer dus, 


Ten to one Papiſt: And 'twas 
heretofore. obſervd, that in many Places, the Prieſt 
ſaid Maſs only. barnue Clerk, himſelf and the Walls. : 
* God Almigh ty had Louchſaſed to illuminate this 
Peine with the, Truths: of the Goſpel, ſeveral Ages 
eſore the Reformation, by Means of the Haldenſes 
and Albigenſes. who fled into thoſe Mountains to a- 
void, the Violence of the Croiſades that were made 
to..deſtroy em, This cruel Perſecution, did not fo 
Whol extingui My that, Sacred Light in the Cevennes, 
5 ſome. Sparks, of it were. N under its 
—_— which kindled, afreſh. with more Brightneſs in 
the Beginning of the Reformation; inſomuch, that 
* ha Very, little Time, this Cqunrry.. was all Prote- 


And. bere was held the firſt, 1 oft 


Re _ Clergy, in a Cave, below. a amlet call'd 


Agladines, Five Miles fron, Anduſe, W i where Fourteen 


or. Fifteen Miniſters reſoly'd to propagate. the Goſpel 
in the Neighbouring 1 Provinces, which they, effected. with 
great Sucgeſs „ 33 "gp I 8 

In the Year., 7 "the. Prot ants. 775 the Seat enn 
parts of France, drew up a Project, which had -it been 


made ſooner, or even then conſtantly and vigoroully. fol- 
low'd, would, moſt probably have ſtopt the Perſecution; | 
and which was, not to comply any, longer. with the E- 
dicts and Declarations given, againſt, FRG, in order to 


pull down their Churches, forbid their Aſſemblies, put 


their Paſtors into Priſon, &c. ) But to obe y God rather than 
Men,and generouſly to encounter Death and Martyrdom, 
Nil keeping themſelves in a Paſſive and Defenfive way. 
But the Inhabitants of the Wealthieſt Cities, ſuch as Mont- 
pelier, Nimes, Ujez, Montauban, Caſtres, and ſuch where 
the 


made their Eſcapes into Ex 


(+7) 


the number of Papiſts prevail d, would not aſſent to put 
this Ptoſeck in Execution, They being thus divided, and 
having beſides n body is He 
reſpondenes among. themiclves, this brave 89d Chriſtian 


ad them, nor any ſettled Cor. 


Reſolution was only perform'd. in ſome Parts of the cen. 


nes, And, of the Valleys of Dauphine, here it ſerv'd for a 


Pretence to the wicked Miniſters of the. Popiſh Barbaritiss, 


to repreſent them in Foreign Parts, as à ſet of ſeditious 
Men, However they never attack d or diſturbd any bo- 


dy; but becauſe the Kings Dragoons. purſued them into 
Foreſts-and Deſarts, whitherſoevet they might retire them - 
ſelves, the Men went armed to protect the Women and 
Children, The Kings Officers were ſo diligent, that they 


ſeiz'd on ſome of the moſt Couragious, and got them bro» 


ken upon the Wheel; but notwithſtanding theſe cruel Exe - 
cutions the reſt remained United, and forc'd the Intendant 
of Languedoę to grant Paſſes to 500 of them, and cauſe them 
ſafely tach Cgaducted to the Territories of Spain, From 
whence, after they had ſafler'd much by the blind and bar- 
barous Zeal of the-Spaz4ards and the Inquiſition, ſome, at laſt, 
| land and Holluud, and afterwards 
Signaliz?d.their. Bravery in Soaring of the Allies, and par- 
ticularly in tho Reduction of /re/ad, 5 
The Proteſtants that remain d in the Cevennes were from 
time to time comforted and kept ſteady iu the Faith, by 


the preaching of ſeveral Miniſters, who, with a firmneſs 


of Soul truly Apoſtolical, adventur'd to go into France to 
viſit their Brethren in Affliction. But after the Martyr- 
dom of the; famous Mr. Claude Brouſſon, and of ſeveral o- 


ther Protefbant Miſſionaries, and the third miraculous E- 
ſcape of Mr. Roman, from the Hands of the Intendant's 


Archers, the cevenois were altogether deſtitute of Spiritual 
Food, The lntendant being weary of Tormenting and 
Butchering Innocent People, _ recourſe to a new ey of 

| er- 


(18) | 
Perſecution, which is to deprive the Proteſtants of their real 
Eſtates, upon ſeveral frivolous Pretences; particularly be- 
cauſe ſome of their near Relations are dead either in Frauct 
without profeſling Popery, or in Proteſtant Countries, Ano- 
ther way to ſqueeze the Proteſtants is to take their Children 
from them, and put them to board in Popiſh Seminaries and 
Nunneries, obliging the Parents to allow them Penſions 
much larger than they are able to pay, and in which the 
Biſhops, under whoſe Authority thoſe Children are confin'd, 
have no leſs a ſhare than a Crown out of Five. This is 
the reaſon that the Covetous French Clergy Yb not much 
care to find the Proteſtants compliable tothe Kiog's Will, 
an inftance of which happen'd lately in the Ceverzes. - The 
Biſhop of Alais being come to Vigan; ſent for the Cu- 
rate of the Place, and ask'd of him a Liſt of the Boys and 
Girls whom he did not think to be ſufficiently Inſtrufed in 
the Romiſh Religion. The Curate having made a Liſt of 
Fifteen or Sixteen of them, brought it to the Biſhop, who 
with great ſurprize told him: what ! No more Truly, this 
# far from my Reckoning : I muſt have Forty at left. But, my 
Loyd, reply'd the Curate, the reſt av their Duty,-----= No 
matter for that, anſwer'd the Prelate, Tow muſt make up my 
Number: which Order the Curate inſtantly obey'd. a 
When by theſe unwarrantable Methods the Papiſts 
thought to have got an intire Victory over the Reſolution 
of the Proteſtants, Providence did miſerably baffle their 
Hopes, by the Miniſtry of thoſe very Children whom they 
had taken ſo much care to inſtruct in their Erroneous Te- 
nents, and who like ſo many Prophets rouzd their Parents 
out of their ſpiritual Lethargy. Theſe new and unlook'd 
for Preachers did not a little ſurprize the Papiſts, who to 
prevent the Effects of their Exhortations, endeavour'd to in- 
licuate that they were taught by ſame Impoſtors; and causd 
lome of themtso be ſeverely Whipr, and others to have the- 
Soles 


Soles of their Feet burnt, to make them confeſs the Au- 
thors of what they ſpoke. All this having not been able 
to extort any thing from theſe young Prophets, and their 
Number being in a little time encreas'd (in the Cerennes » 
and the mower- Languedoc) to near Eight Thouſand, Monſieur 
de Baſvilley the Intendant of the Province, order'd the Col- 
ledge of Phyſicians of Atontpelier to meet at Uſes and ex- 
amine theſe Children. Purſuant to this Order the Phy{i- 
cians obſerv'd their Behaviour, Trances, and Entempore 
Speeches ; but tho? they were ſurpriz d to hear young and 
-Hiterate Perſons utter things which they had never been 
taught, and quote the Scripture very pertinently, yet be- 
ing over-aw'd by the Intendant, they gave them the Name 
of Fanatic s. On the other hand, the Curioſity of Proteſtants, 
being by this time turn d into an eager Zeal to ſee and 
hear theſe Miraculous Meſſengers of Heaven, ſeveral Al- 
ſemblies were made almoſt every. Day in the cevennes, to 
ſuppreſs which, an Order was ſoon procured from the King 
to diſperſe them with Fire and Sword; without taking any 
Priſoners, by reaſon all the Goals in that Province were 
already full of Proteſtants. This cruel Order was punctu- 
ally put in Execution; particularly within half a League 
of Niſmes, near Saure, at La Selle, St. Felix, and levera! 
other Places, where ſeveral Proteſtants were inhumanely. 
Slaughtered, and Twenty WO at once broke alive upon 
the Wheel, which conſtrain'd them, at laſt, to Arm them 
ſelves in their own Defence; and ſo they continued to Al- 
ſemble in the Night-time, and repell'd Force by Force. 
However ſome of their Women falling gow and 1 en into 
the Hands of the King's Forces, who by the violence of 
Torments extorted from them the Names of ſuch Prote- 
ſtants as were in Arms, the latter being inform'd of this 
Diſcovery, td avoid the Wheel, the Gibbet, Or at leaſt the 
Galleys, retreated into their Mountains and Faſtneſſes. Their 
os nmUuMm- 
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number belug inereasd te about Two hundred, the Abbot 
of Hailer; 8 Noterlous Perſecutor, found the means to ſur. 
prise four of them, whom he eonfin'd in his Caſtle till he 
eguld gat a ſtrong Guard to eenduct them ſafe te atontpe- 
lier: Their Companians having notice of it, reſblv'd to 
wreſt them from his Hands; and accordingly they ſur- 
rounded the Caſtle, forced it open, killd all that oppos'd 
them, and the Abbot. himſelf, and reſcued their Friends. 
I would not have mention'd this Account. of the young Pro- 
phets in Languedoc, if the Fact was not atteſted by a Crowd 
of Witneſſes, and had not made ſo much Noiſe in Fraxce 3 
But whatſoever Credit it may find in People's Minds in this 
doubting and over-Philoſophical Age, this was the firſt Be- 
2inning of the Inſurrection of the cevenoit, as I am in- 
form'd by a Perſon lately come over from thence, who was. 
an Ocular witnels of the ſaid Reſcue, ©1184 | 
Not long after there having been a Meeting of Prozeftants 
not far from #ſez, a Curate of the Neighbouring. Town 
reſoly'd to ſend the Intendant an Account of it by way. of 
Verbal Proceſs 3 and for that purpoſe went to a New-Con- 
vert, that ſold Stampt-Paper, to whom he communicated; 
his Deſign. This Man having endeavoured to diſſwade him 
from it, alledging, That they were Innocent People, who 
did no body any harm; the over Zealous Prieſt rebuk'd him 
ſeverely for taking their Part, and told him, He would por fail 
to recommend him to the Intendant, He was as good as his 
Word; and thereupon the Intendant iſſued out an Order for 
he hanging up of this New -Convert, which without any 
further Tryal was immediately put in Execution. The Ce. 
venois (who by this time were Headed by Count Roland) 
heard no ſooner of it, but they gather*d in great Numbers, 
1 and having ſeiz d the Prieſt, hang d him up alſo by way of 
I Reprizals. = „ N 
\I Theſe were the ſmall ſprings from w hich the Inſurre- 
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To the remove the firſt Objection, I anſwer, that if Her 
Majeſty can ſpare none of Her Ezgliſh Forces, there are a- 
bove Three hundred French Proteſtant Officers, near half 
of which are Natives of Languedic, in Her Majeſty's half 
Pay, upon the 1riſþ Eſtabliſhment, who are weary of being 
Idle, whilſt others are employ'd abroad in the Service of 
Her Majeſty and the Nation; and who, if they were En- 
courag'd, would undertake to raiſe Six thouſand French. 
men in a Month's time for the Relief of Cevennois, This I 
know {rom the Mouth of ſeveral of them; and to periwade 
ſuch as might Queſtion it, I need but ment ion with what 
Alacrity, Diligence and Succeſs two French Captains in 
half Pay rais'd lately above a Hundred French Dragoons 
to Serve under the Earl of Peterborough, in his (then) in- 
tended Expedition to the weſt-1udies: For the truth of 
which I Appeal to that Noble and lIluſtrious Peer. Now 
if the French Proteſtants expreſt ſuch Willingneſs to ſerve 
Her Majeſty in that part of the World, to which Her own 
Subjects ſhew the greateſt Reluctance to follow their Com- 
mands, with how much more Zeal will they embrace this 
Opportunity to relieve their Perſecuted Brethren, when they 
can at the {ame time advance the Good of the Common 
Cauſe? Nor would theſe French Officers want a Leader, 
there being to my certain Knowledge, ſeveral Perſons a- 
mongſt them, diſtinguith'd as well by their Birth, as by their 
former Military Imployments, who would gladly undertake 
this Province, provided they were Authoriz'd by Her Ma- 
jeſty's Commiſſion ? 49 7; 5 
But beſides this, tis more than probable that the King 
of Pruſſia and the States-General of the United Provinces, 
who upon all Occaſions have ſignaliz d their Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, will readily. concur with Her Majeſty 
in any Methods to aſſiſt the cevennoir: And in particular 
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the Dutch have three Regiments ol French Proteſtants who 
may be employ'd in this Service. RE 

As to the Second Objection 1 own, that there will be 
great Difficulties in the Landing, but I deny them to be 
fuch as are inſuperable 3 and therefore they ought not to 
make Her Majeſty and Her Allies give over the Thoughts 
of aſſiſting the Cevennos: For in great Unaertiakings "tis 
not the Difficulties which neceſſarily attend them (elie they 
would not be juſtly term'd Great) that Politicians ought to 
conſider, ſo much as the great Advantages that will reſult 
from the ir Succeſs. 1 

The Landing at Vigo, and the forcing the French in Re- 
donde lla Harbour, was attended with Succeſs, and will make 
the Names of O R At ON D and x O OK E delervediy 
Immortal, ſince there were more Difficulties to ſurmount in 
that Attempt, than are like to be met with in relieving the 
Cevennor. , 

The particular place of Landing in the Mediterranean, 1 
tall forbear to mention, leſt I ſhould give the Enemy a Hint 
to Fortifie it: But in caſe Her Majeſty aud Her Allics are 
pleaſed to encourage this Deſign, not only the Perſon who 
has communicated his Memoirs to me, but ſeveral] other 
Natives either of the cevennes or Langacace, will make it 
plain, that there are more than one Place in the Gulf of Li, 
here a Deſcent may be made with Succels ; ſinoe it will 
infallibly be favour'd by the Cevennois themſelves, who are 
actually Maſters of the Flat Country, and make Incurions as 
far as within four Miles of the Gulf; and who having the 
opportunity to deſery Ships at Sea from the top of their Moun- 
tains, will, upon a Signal from the Conſederate Fleet, pour 
down upon the French King's Troops, if the latter ſhould 
attempt to go out of the Fortified Towns, to oppoſe the 
Landing of our Auxiliaries. 2" 5 

The charge of this Expedition ( uppoſing, the Allies are 

reſol vd. 
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reſolv'd to ſend a Fleet into the Ateaditerranean) will bear ſo 
{mall a Proportion with the Importance of the Undertaking, 
that] hould think it a Reflection on the Allies, to look upon 
it as an Objection worth Anſwering : However, if Her Ma- 
jeſty's Funds ſhould be wholly anticipated by the other ne- 


ceſſiry Occaſions of this Year, there is all the Reaſon to be- 


lieve, that there are People in Exgland fo Zealous for the 
ſupport of the Preteſtants in France, that they will readily 
advance ſuch Sums as ſhall be neceſſary for this Pious and 
Glorious Undertaking. 

I ſhall conclude by obviating an Exception which ſome 
over Cautious Perſons might raiſe againſt the making this 
Deſign Publick: For as it will give freſh Spirit and Vigour 
to the cerenoi, to know that Foreign Powers will not aban- 
don them; ſo it will encourage the other Proteſtants in Dus- 
phine, Languedoc, the Principality of Orange, Guienne and 
Poifton to ſhake off their Yoke 3 give Glory to God by an open 
Profeſſion of the true Religion, and free themſelves from 
the juſt Apprehenſions they are under of being totally 
deſtroy'd, eſpecially ſince the Publication of Mareſchal 
MontrevePs unpolitick Declaration, whereby they are made 
accountable for any Miſchance that ſhall happen to any 
Roman Catholick, | " 

God Almighty, who has already inſpir'd Her Sacred Ma- 
jefty, and Her Royal Conſort, with a deſire of relieving the 


Cevenois (inſomuch that their daily Diſcourſe is about the 


means of effecting it) will, 1 hope, encline Her Majeſty's 
Council to hearken to thoſe who being thoroughly.acquain- 


ted with the Coaft of Languedoc and Provence, will offer 
Plauſible means of Landing there. 


THE 


» 


( 26 ) 
of all the Dioceſſes, to take care that this Ordinance be read, 
publiſh'dand affix d every where : Of which Publication in 
each Community, "they ſhall produce to us a Certificate in 
Eight Days. We Command all Mayors and Conſuls to ſee 
to the ſtrict Execution of this Ordinance, on pain of anſwe- 
ring ſor the ſame, in their own Names. 

Given at Quiſſac, the 24th of February, 1703, 
Signd Mare ſehal de Montrevel. 


Quiſſac is two Leagues diſtant from Sommie res, and at 
the like diſtance from St. Hippolite. 7 
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The following Letter from 4 very good Hand, gives the follow. 
ing Account of the Poſture of Affairs in the Cevennes. 
HE Mareſchal of Montrevel had upon his Arrival 
12000 Men under his Command, beſides the Militia 
and ſome Troops belonging to the Marine, but this Number 
has proved too weak againſt the Maleeontents, Theſe cami- 
fars are divided into 8 or 10 Bodies, and every where make 
Head againſt the King's Forces. There have happened ſeve- 
ral Rencounters, wherein whole Regiments have been cut 
in pieces, no Quarter being given on either ſide. The worſt 
is, that when any Town or Village is ſuſpected to have given 
any Retreat or other Aſſiſtance to the Camiſars, either by 
Force or otherwile, they are deſtroyed with Fire, and Men, 
Women and Children, above 12 Years of Age, are put to 
the Sword without Mercy. Qaiſſac and Sauve have under. 
gone that diſmal Fate, and Same nes was likewiſe ſome Days 
2g0 reduced to Aſhes, becauſe the Malecontents had defeated 
3 Companies therein. The Camiſars, to the number of 
1400 Men, Commanded by Count Roland, came this Week 
near AMontpelier, where they were Attacked by the Troops 
of the Marine. The Action was very hot, and a great many Men 
were killed on both ſides. The King loſt many brave Officers 
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to no purpoſe 3 for ſhe was butcher'd with the reſt. How- 
Lver the Mareſchal being inform'd, that his Foot man had en- 
deavour'd to preſerve her, he caus'd a Gibbet to be ſet up to 
hang him for that Act of Humanity: But ſeveral Ladies in- 
terceding in his behalf, Montrevel was prevail'd upon to 
ſpare his Lite, and contented himſelf with having him ſe- 
verely whipp'd by the Common Hang-man. The Camiſars 
had no ſooner notice of theſe Cruelties, but they ſet a Price 
(ſome ſay Four Thouſand Lowuis-D'Ors) upon Montrevel's 
Head; and in the mean time they order'd Monſieur Marcillan, 
a Man of great Conſideration in this Province, whom they 
had lately taken, to be broke alive upon the Wheel. This 
done, they diſpatch'd one of Mr, Marcillans Servants to the 
Mareſchal, to acquaint him, that as long as he ſhall cauſe 
their Comrades, that fall into his Hands, to be executed by 
the Hangman, they will retaliate it on ſuch of the Roman 


Catholic ks, as they ſhall take fighting againſt them. 


Since you deſire to know the Origin of the Word Cami- 


ſars: 1 muſt acquaint that this Name was given to the Ceve- 


noig, ever fince the Duke of Rohan ſent a Detachment of 


them to the Relief of Montanban, which Lewis XIII. had be- 


ſieg d. And tho? of a Thouſand Five Hundred only got in- 
ro rhe City, yet they caus'd the Siege to berais'd, after ha- 
ving kill'd, in one of their Sallies, the famous Mr, de Mont- 


joye, who falling on the Ground, ſaid: A Camilar has kill a 
inc. Now the word Camiſar, comes from Camiſe, which in 


the Languedocian Dialect ſignifies a Shirt: Becauſe the Ceve- 
04 wore then ſhort Doublets, and let their ſhirts bang a little 
out behind, for a mark of Diſtinction. Juſt now we hear 
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